
M1911 Pistol Inspection Checklist 
WARNING: NO LIVE AMMUNITION IN INSPECTION AREA. CHECK THAT PISTOL AND MAGAZINES ARE UNLOADED AND CLEAR 

*Disclaimer – this checklist is intended to be a general guideline and is not a substitute for an armorer’s manual or training. Some 1911’s have unique 
features such as firing pin safeties or “double action” triggers. It is the users responsibility to know and understand how each part functions. The author 
assumes no liability for injury or damage that occurs while using this checklist. 

Brand: __________________Model: ____________________Serial #: ________________Date: __________ 
 

INSPECTION OF ASSEMBLED PISTOL/BASIC FUNCTION TEST 
(Mark Pass/Fail) 

 
__________ 1. Overall condition - Inspect the pistol for obvious signs of wear, damage, or abuse. You are checking for incorrect 

installation of parts, unusual finish wear, rust, corrosion, cracks, or peening damage. Look for signs of abuse such as 
deep scratches (particularly around the slide stop). A slide or frame that is bowed could be signs the gun has had a 
critical case failure, often referred to as a ka-boom. 
 

__________ 2. Basic firing test - Performed with the slide fully forward and the hammer cocked. Thumb safety off, pistol is held 
in normal firing grip. Pull trigger and hammer should fall. Repeat the test with a pencil inserted in the barrel (eraser 
end first). The pencil should be propelled out of the barrel with some force. 
 

__________ 3. Half cock notch test - Use your thumb to pull the hammer back until you hear the first click. This is the half cock 
notch. Grip the gun normally and attempt to pull the trigger. The hammer should not fall for any reason, unless it is a 
Series 80 commercial model. The half cock notch on the Series 80 is closer to the rest position. The hammer will fall 
on a Series 80 but not with enough force to fire. 
 

__________ 4. Sear Rest/Engagement test - To test the reset complete the basic firing test (#2 above) but leave the trigger 
pulled fully rearward. Pull the slide fully to the rear and then allow it to come forward into battery(hammer should now 
be fully cocked). Release trigger and pull again. Hammer should fall. To test engagement, lock the slide back and 
grip the gun normally. Release the slide stop, allowing the slide to slam forward under pressure from the recoil spring. 
The hammer should not fall for any reason. Warning: repeatedly allowing the slide to slam closed on an empty 
chamber can damage the pistol. Limit this test to one or two attempts. If you are evaluating a gun for purchase, let the 
owner know you are going to perform this test and why. 
 

__________ 5. Thumb safety test - Hold gun in normal firing grip. Slide is forward, hammer is cocked, and thumb safety is on. 
Attempt to pull the trigger. The hammer should not fall and you should not notice any movement of internal parts. The 
trigger should come to a quick hard stop. If trigger feels mushy there may be sear movement. Release the trigger and 
turn the thumb safety off. The hammer should still not fall.  
 

__________ 6. Grip Safety test - The hammer is cocked, slide fully forward, and the thumb safety is off. Hold the gun so that your 
hand is not depressing the grip safety. Attempt to pull the trigger. Hammer should not fall.  

 
__________ 7. Disconnector test - Slide is forward, hammer back and thumb safety is off. Grip the gun with a normal firing grip, 

and pull the slide back about 1/4" with the other hand. Pull the trigger. The hammer should not fall. Repeat the test 
pulling the slide fully rearward and releasing the slide slowly while pulling the trigger every 1/2" of slide movement. 
The hammer should not fall until the slide is fully in battery. 

 
__________ 8. Barrel lockup - With the slide fully forward attempt to push on the barrel hood. There should be little or no 

movement. Push in on the barrel at the muzzle end, there should be no perceptible rearward travel.  
 

__________ 9. Slide lockback on empty magazine - Start with slide fully forward. Insert an empty(double check this visually and 
by feel) magazine into the pistol. Pull the slide fully to the rear and release allowing the slide to come forward under 
the power of the recoil spring. The slide stop should engage and the slide should stay locked open. Repeat with each 
magazine that will be used with the gun. 
 

__________ 10. All magazines drop freely - With an empty magazine in the pistol, push the magazine catch button. The 
magazine should drop free from the pistol. Repeat this with each magazine. 

 
Failure of any of the tests above is an indication that the firearm being inspected potentially has some serious mechanical issues. In 
that event, a more thorough examination is required. The pistol should be dis-assembled and inspected using the Field/Detail strip 
checklist. Additional reference material on these tests and the affected parts can be found on the internet at the M1911 Pistols 
Organization (www.m1911.org). 
 
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
____________________________



M1911 Pistol Inspection Checklist 
WARNING: NO LIVE AMMUNITION IN INSPECTION AREA. CHECK THAT PISTOL AND MAGAZINES ARE UNLOADED AND CLEAR 

*Disclaimer – this checklist is intended to be a general guideline and is not a substitute for an armorer’s manual or training. Some 1911’s have unique 
features such as firing pin safeties or “double action” triggers. It is the users responsibility to know and understand how each part functions. The author 
assumes no liability for injury or damage that occurs while using this checklist. 

Brand: __________________Model: ____________________Serial #: ________________Date: __________ 
 
Before performing any of the inspections on this checklist, the inspector should have a working knowledge of the M1911 pistol and its 
component parts. This includes how each part is supposed to function, how the parts fit together, and indicators of potential problems 
that you should be looking for. If you do not have this knowledge, you should consult your gunsmith. If you wish to acquire this 
knowledge, it is available for free on the internet. Point your browser to the M1911 Pistols Organization (www.m1911.org). There you 
will find detailed technical articles explaining the various parts and their functions. There is also a discussion forum where you can ask 
questions and get assistance from people who are knowledgeable about the M1911 pistol. 
 

INSPECTION OF FIELD STRIPPED AND DETAIL STRIPPED PISTOL* 
Component Pass/Fail Component Pass/Fail 

I. Field Strip Exam  3. Extractor  
A. Barrel  a. Proper fit  

1. Bulged  b. overall condition  
2. Cracks at muzzle or chamber  c. extractor tunnel  
3. Longitudinal cracks  B. Frame  
4. Upper lug condition  1. Thumb Safety  
5. Barrel feet condition  2. Plunger Assembly  
6. Link and pin hole  a. spring  
7. Condition of Barrel Crown  b. plungers  

B. Slide  3. Hammer pin  
1. Sights/Night sights  4. Hammer Assembly  
2. Serrations – condition  a. hooks-condition  
3. Barrel bushing  b. proper fit  
4. Cracks  c. hammer strut and pin  
5. Barrel lugs  5. Mainspring Assembly  
6. Slide stop notch  a. Pins  
7. Brass deposits (excessive)  b. Spring  
8. Extractor tension/ hook condition  c. condition  

C. Frame  6. Grip Safety  
1. Magazine catch  7. Sear Spring  
2. Receiver cracks  8. Sear Pin  
3. Ejector  9. Sear  
4. Plunger Tube  a. hooks and condition  
5. Disconnector head  b. proper fit  
6. Frame rails  10. Disconnector  
7. Grips & screws  11. Magazine Catch Assembly  
8. Barrel bed & vertical impact surface  a. condition  
9. Feed ramp  b. spring  
10. Slide Stop  c. lock  

D. Recoil spring assembly  12. Trigger  
1. Plug  a. correct fit  
2. Guide rod  b. wear  
3. Recoil spring  13. Firing Pin Safety (if equipped)  

II. Detail Strip Exam  a. function  
A. Slide  b. visual inspection of parts  

1. Firing pin stop  14. Magazines  
2. Firing pin assembly  a. tube/lips damaged  

a. Firing pin damaged/broken  b. Spring correct, undamaged  
b. Firing pin spring  c. follower worn, cracked, broken  
c. Firing pin channel    

Reassembly – after the components of the detail stripped pistol have found acceptable (or replaced), and they have been 
cleaned and lubed, the pistol will be reassembled. The reassembled pistol should undergo a basic function test again. 
 
Comments: _________________________________________________________________________________   
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________  


